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PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent ana i raaemanc 
Office 
Box PCT 

Washington, u.u.zuzji 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in it« ranaritv as elected Office 


Date of mailing: 

31 August 2000 (31.08.00) 


International application No.: 

PCT/JP00/01097 


Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
P22495 


International filing date: 

25 February 2000 (25.02.00) 


Priority date: 

26 February 1999 (26.02.99) 



Applicant: 

KOJIMA, Akio etal 



1 . The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

[x] in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

13 July 2000 (13.07.00) 

Q in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election Q<] was 

| | was not 

made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer: 




The International Bureau of W1PO 






34, chemin des Colombettes 






1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


J. Zahra 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 
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NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 72.2) 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



To: 



FUKUI, Toyoaki 
Fukui & Partners 

860, 10th, Uchihonmachi Matsuya 
Building 

1-19, Uchihonmachi 2-chome 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

30 August 2001 (30.08.01) 


JAPON 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P22495 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. ^ 
PCT/JP00/01097 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
25 February 2000 (25.02.00) 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al 



1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 



JP 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official languages) of the elected Offlce(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer /^^^^' 
Eliott PERETTI /f 

Telephone No.; (41-22) 338.83.38 // 
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NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF 
RECORD COPY 

(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 



PA TWIT COOPERATION TREA" 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



To: 



FUKUI, Toyoaki 
Fqkui & Partners 

860/ 10th Uchihonmachi Matsuya 
Building 

1 -19,- ^ Uchihonmachi 2-chpme 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi 
Osaka 540-0026 
JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

14 March 2000 (14.03 00) 



AppOcanf s or agent's file reference 
P22495 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



trternational application No. 
PCT/JPOO/01097 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. {for all designated States except US) 

KOJIMA, Akio et a I (for US) 
International filing date : 25 February 2Q00 (25.(^00) 

Priority date(s) claimed : : 26 February 1999 (26.02.99) 

26 February 1999 (26.02.99) 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau 

List of designated Offices 

National :JP,US 



ATTENTION 



1 0 March 2000 ( 1 0.03.00) 



and the indications in the interriationa I application^ the applipaht $ 



- | '^1 -tiirioVlifnitat f or etitry Jhf 6 ttje hkip^ail t ^h?se i . , . ' 



In case of any discrepancy betweeri these data 
- J= itely Wprrntoe^ 

Antiex^r^jatin0^:\":'' ;-'\^f : ;*'-v..': 1 }. "v;;^;' : 




ANNEX TO 



PCT/IB/301 



ional application Na 
PCT/JPOO/01097 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

i> 

The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicated in the 
Notification of Receipt of Record Copy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 

The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTHS from the priority .date or, for those. designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MONTHS from the 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Some designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 

In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices- It is Hie applicants responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken in a 
timely fash ion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 

For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enter the national phase before each designated 
Office, the appT»cable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, see the relevant 
Chapters of Volume H of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for fifing a demand for international 
. preliminary examination is set out in Chapter DC of Volume I ^ 

GR and ES became bound by PCT Chapter II on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, therefore, 
. be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1 996 and 6 September 1 997, respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

CGNFIR1MATION OF PRKIAirnONARY DESIGNATIONS 

This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request It is important to check that these 
designations are correct Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made under 
.ftule 4.9(b). the applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations may be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
- before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applica hi There will be no reminder a nd no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 1 5-month time limit : 

REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

£or applicants who have hbt yet complied with die requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

. Wliera d^;|>f iorrty of an earlier national, regional or international a pplication is claimed, the applicant rnust subrnit a copy 
of the sa id ^ vif b i'ffj^i* ?t ^v/ a s'fj led* (**the • p ri ojr^tTj^ ! docu rjne nt '^) to "th o* r ooj© iy i h g ^D^ffice 

5(which ^ryill #ahjhift Jtto; International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 16 months from 
^0^JP^^^^^^M^^ ^riy such priority document may still be ^Ubmittecl to tfte International Bureau before that date of - , 
'^W&ll^^ appltc^itjon, In Which case thatdc^men twill be considered to have been received ; 

. by me lntema^^ v ; .^ ■.. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(Code 12, Code Implementation Rule 56) 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule70) 


Applicant's or agent's reference 


FOR FURTURE ACTION See Notification of Transmittal of International 


P22495 


(Form PCT/IPEA/416) 




International application No. 


International filing date 


Priority date (day/month/year) 


PCT/JP00/01097 


(day/month/year) 25.02.00 


26.02.99 


International Patent Classification (IPC) 




Int. CI? H04N1/40, H04N 1/387 






Applicant 






Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. 





1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examination 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Code Implementation Rule 57 (Article 36.) 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of description, claims and/or drawings amended during 
international preliminary examination and/or containing rectification made before this Authority. (See PCT Rule 
70.16, administrative instructions 607) 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 

3. This report contains indication relating to the following items; 

I Basis of the opinion 

II □ Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV □ I jack of unity of invention 

V & Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting such statement under Article 35(2) 

VI □Certain documents cited 

VII □ Certain defects in the international applications 

VIII OS Certain observations on this international application ; , , 



Date of submission of the demand 
13.07.00 


Date of completion of this report 
10.04.01 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA 
Japanese patent office (IPEA/JP) 
Postal code 100*8915 
3-4-3, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 


Authorized officer 5V0974 
Patent examiner Junichi TANAKA seal 
Telephone number 03*3581 1101 ext. 3571 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY International application NO. 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT PCT/jpoo/01097 



I. Basic of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of- 

(Replacement sheets submitted to respond to the order under Article 14 are deemed "AS ORIGINALLY FILED" in this 
report, and not annexed to the report Rule 70.16,70.17) 
£9 the international application as originally filed. 

□ the description, pages , as originally filed. 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , filed with the letter of ,. 

□ the claims, pages , as originally filed. 

pages , as amended under Article 19. 

pages , filed with the demand. 

pages , filed with the letter of . 

□ the drawings, pages , as originally filed. 

pages , filed with the demand. 

pages , filed with the letter of t 



□ section of sequence table in the description, pages , as originally filed. 

pages , filed with the demand. 

pages , filed with the letter of . 



2. Language used in the above application document is the language of this international application, except for the 
cases mentioned below^ 

Above document is written in as specified below. 

□ language used in the translation submitted for International Search under Rule 23. 1(b) 

□ language used in the International Publication under Rule 48.3(b) 

□ language used in the translation submitted for International preliminary examination under Rule 55.2 and 
55.3 

3 This international application concerns nucleotide or amino acid, and the international preliminary examination was 
carried out based on the following sequence table. 

□ sequence table in writing, included in the international application 

□ sequence table in a flexible disc, submitted together with the international application. 

□ sequence table in writing, submitted with the International Preliminary Examination Authority, after filing 
application. 

t □ sequence table in flexible disc, submitted with the International Preliminary Examination Authority, after 
filing application. 

□ petition was submitted indicating sequence table submitted in writing after filing an application does not go 
beyond the scope disclosed in the international application. 

□ petition was submitted indicating the sequence table described in writing and the sequence table recorded in 
flexible disc are identical. - <■ . 

4 The amendment have resulted in the cancellation of the following ' 

□ description^ pages 

□ claims, No. 

□ drawings FigsJpages 



□ This report has been established as if the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosures as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Column below.(Rule 70.2(c ) replacement sheets 
including this amendment are annexed to the report as they have to be taken into account as per 1 of above.) 



t I 
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*" International Preliminary Examination Report International application NO. PCT/JPOO/01097 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
Citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. STATEMENT 

2 . NoveltvfN) Claims 7.9.10.17.18.20.21.25.26.30-32.37 
Claims 1-6.8.11-16.19.22-24.27-29.33-36 


YES 
NO 


Inventive steD (IS) Claims 

Claims 1-37 


YES 
NO 


Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1-37 

Claims 


YES 
NO 



2. VITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Rule 70.7) 



Document 1 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 6-178066, A (Minolta Camera Co., 
Ltd.) June 24, 1994(24.06.94) shows an Image Forming Apparatus provided with an 
anti-forgery function to deter production of counterfeit notes by enabling data communication 
with an administrator via communication circuits. 

Document 2 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 5-282448, A (Canon Inc.), October 
29, 1993(29.10.93)) discloses an Image Processor having an adjustable check level to 
determine if a certain original document is prohibited from duplication. 

Document 3 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 3-120561, A (Canon Inc.) May 22, 
1991(22.10.91)) discloses an Image Forming Apparatus provided with an anti-forgery function 
which cancel a copy inhibition arrangement by inputting a password. 

Document 4 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 5- 14706, A (Canon Inc.) January 22, 
1993 (22.01.93)) discloses an Image Processor provided with a detection function to find a 
specific original document based on an attribute data registered for; update. 

Document 5 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 3-139974, A (Canon Inc.) June 14, 
1991 (14.06.91)) discloses an Image Processor provided with an anti-forgery function for 
arbitrarily registering bills and documents that are prohibited from duplication. 

Document 6 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 6*125459, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.) May 6, 
1994(06.05.94)) discloses a copier provided with a function to distinguish specially designated 
original documents for preventing unauthorized copying of the documents and tracing such 
copies even if they are inadvertently produced. 



Document 7 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 6 70 134, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.) March 
11, 1994 (11.03.94)) discloses an Image Forming Apparatus capable of tracing forged copies. 
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* International Preliminary Examination Report 

International application NO. PCTYJP0O/O1097 
VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, and drawings or on questions whether the claims are fully 
^supported by the description, are made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are indefinite for failing to particularly define the meaning of "when an 
authorized person executes the updating" even though the same phrase is used in claim 2. 

Claim 17 includes an erroneous use of Japanese language in the section that reads '"based on 
the logs of the updating information/' 

Claim 37 includes an erroneous use of Japanese language in the section that reads, "storing 
programs comprising- .... and preparing a new copied data." 



THIS PAGE BLANK (uspto, 



International Preliminary Examination Report International Application No. PCT/JF00/01097 

, Supplemental form (Any one of the column is found short of space) 
Continued from V 

Pocument 8 cited in the International Search Report (WO, 95/01043, A I (Omron 
Corporation) January 5, 1995(05.01.95)) discloses an Image Processor having a function to 
cancel a copy inhibition arrangement- 
Document 9 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 2-73284, A (Canon Inc.) March 13, 
1990(13.03.90)) discloses a Copying Device with a function to cancel a copy inhibition setup. 

Document 10 cited in the International Search Report (JP, 6-70150, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.) March 
11, 1994(11.03.94)) discloses a Copier provided with a function which distinguishes a 
specially designated original document to identify a user and prevent unauthorized copying 
of the original document. 

Claims 1,2,4,11*13 and 15 lack novelty as being obvious over Documents 1 through 5; claims 
3 and 14, over Documents 2 through 5; claims 5 and 16, over Documents 1,2 and 4; claims 
6,8,27-29 and 33, over Document l; claim 19, over Documents 1 and 2; claims 22-24, over 
Documents 1,6 and 71 claim 34, over Documents 1,2,3 and 5; claim 35, over Documents 2 and 
6; and claims 36, over Documents 1 and 6, respectively. 

Claims 7,9,18 and 20 are easily anticipated and thus lack an inventive step over Documents 
1,2, and 6 in view of Documents 8 and 9; claims 10 and 21, over Documents 3 in view of 
Document 10; and claims 17,25,26,30-32 and 37, over Document 1, respectively. 
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^VTENT COOPERATION TREAT _ 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P22495 


SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PC T/IPEA/4 1 6) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP00/01097 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
25 February 2000 (25.02.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

26 February 1999 (26.02.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
H04N 1/40, 1/387 


ApphCam MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention ' l 1 - - - - " 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



I 


I2SJ 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


IE 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 





Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of submission of the demand 

13 July 2000(13.07.00) 


Date of completion of this report C> 

10 April 2001 (10.04.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



nal application No. 

PCT/JP00/01097 



I. Basis of the report 



□ 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

[ | the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
( filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages __ 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig 



| I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
" ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 J 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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InterM^nal application No. 
PcRrP 00/01097 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



7, 9, 10, 17, 18, 20, 21, 25,26, 30-32, 37 YES 



1-6, 8, 11-16, 19,22-24,27-2 9, 33-36 



1-37 



1-37 



NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1 <JP, 6-178066, A (Minolta Camera Co., 
Ltd.}, June 24, 1994 (24.06.94)) cited in the 
international search report discloses an invention 
pertaining to an image-forming device provided with a 
function for preventing paper money from being copied and 
which is configured in such a manner that data 
communication is possible with the management side via a 
communication circuit. 



Document 2 (JP, 5-282448, A (Canon Inc.), October 29, 
1993 (29.10.93)) cited in the international search report 
discloses an invention pertaining to an image-processing 
device which is capable of the judgement needed in 
determining whether copying a particular documents is 
prohibited or not. 

Document 3 (JP, 3-120561, A (Canon Inc.), May 22, 1991 
(22.05.91)) cited in the international search report 
discloses an invention pertaining to an image-forming 
device which has a forgery prevention function that can 
remove any restriction on copying when a code is inputted. 

Document 4 (JP, 5-14706, A (Canon Inc.), January 22, 
1993 (22.01.93)) cited in the international search report 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



THIS 



MS/TO) 



Intentional application No. 

INTERNATIONAL PRELEV^^RY EXAMINATION REPORT PC?Pj~P 00/01097 



discloses an invention pertaining to an image-processing 
device which has a function for detecting a particular 
document by means of registered distinctive data that can 
be renewed. 

Document 5 (JP, 3-139974, A {Canon Inc.), June 14, 
1991 (04.06.91)) cited in the international search report 
discloses an invention pertaining to an image-processing 
device which has a forgery prevention function that is 
capable of optionally registering paper money or documents 
which are not allowed to be copied. 



Document 6 (JP, 6-125459, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), May 6, 
1994 (06.05.94)) cited in the international search report 
discloses an invention pertaining to a copying machine 
provided with a function for detecting specific documents, 
which not only prohibits the copy of distinctive 
documents, but also, if said documents are copied, is able 
to trace said documents. 



Document 7 (JP, 6-70134, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), March 
11, 1994 (11.03.94)) cited in the international search 
report discloses an invention pertaining to an image- 
forming device which is capable of tracing the forged 
copy. 

Document 8 (WO, 95/01043, Al (Omron Corporation), 
January 5, 1995 (05.01.95)) cited in the international 
search report discloses an invention pertaining to an 
image-processing device having a function for removing 
copy restrictions. 

Document 9 (JP, 2-73284, A (Canon Inc.), March 13, 
1990 (13.03.90)) cited in the international search report 
discloses an invention pertaining to a copying device 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 
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INTERNATIONAL PREL 
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:y examination report 



Inter^^onal application No. 

pcIRtp 00/01097 



having a function for removing copy restrictions . 



Document 10 (JP, 6-70150, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), March 
11, 1994 (11.03.94)) cited in the international search 
report discloses an invention pertaining to a copying 
device provided with a function for detecting specific 
documents which recognises the user and prohibits the copy 
of distinctive documents. 



Therefore, Claims 1, 2, 4, 11 to 13 and 15 lack 
novelty over Documents 1 to 5 cited in the international 
search report. Claims 3 and 14 lack novelty over Documents 
2 to 5 cited in the international search report. Claims 5 
and 16 lack novelty over Document 1, 2 or 4 cited in the 
international search report. Claims 6, 8, 27 to 29 and 33 
lack novelty over Document 1 cited in the international 
search report. Claim 19 lacks novelty over Document 1 or 2 
cited in the international search report. Claims 22 to 24 
lack novelty over Document 1, 6 or 7 cited in the 
international search report. Claim 34 lacks novelty over 
Document 1, 2, 3 or 5 cited in the international search 
report. Claim 35 lacks novelty over Document 2 or 6 cited 
in the international search report and Claim 36 lacks 
novelty Document 1 or 6. 



Moreover, Claims 7, 9, 18 and 20 could be easily 
derived by applying the features disclosed in Document 8 
or 9 cited in the international search report to the 
inventions disclosed in Document 1, 2 or 6 cited in the 
international search report. Claims 10 and 21 could be 
easily derived by applying the feature disclosed in 
Document 10 cited in the international search report to 
the invention disclosed in Document 3 cited in the 
international search report. Claims 17, 25, 26, 30 to 32 
and 37 could be easily derived from the invention 
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disclosed in Document 1 cited in the international search 
report. Therefore, the above-mentioned claims do not 
involve an inventive step. 
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VUL Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 



The phrase "at the time of the aforementioned renewal 
process" appears in Claim 2. However, since no mention of 
a renewal process appears in Claim 1 and 2, it is unclear 
to what the above-mentioned disclosure refers. 

There is an error in the Japanese in the phrase in 
Claim 17 "zenki koshin joho no rireki no ni moto zuite" . 

There is an error in the Japanese in the phrase in 
Claim 37 "aratana fukusei de-ta wo seisei suru 
j ohof ukashori to wo puroguramu to kioku suru". 
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(57) Abstract 

Each copy element of data being an object to be monitored such as printing data or reading data including at least one kind of copy 
elements is monitored according to at least one kind of copy inhibition information stored in inhibition information storage means and 
capable of being updated. By the monitoring, when one of the copy elements is judged to agree with the kind of copy inhibition information, 
input or output of the data being monitored is inhibited. Secrecy management information is given to the copy inhibition information, and 
a secrecy management level of a user is assigned to each user. In such a way, when the secrecy management level is higher than that of the 
secrecy management information, the inhibition of the input or output is canceled. An ID for tracing a device which has copied a printed 
matter is given to the copied printed matter so as to prevent unauthorized copies from diffusing. 
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*'JM 1 6 fc«H13nfc<t:#. H3S'J««»«fleIS&l 5 T»«t«!131 * LT v> 
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14 

ft, _tia I C*-H 5 0 OH, _LlS3E»r«£:£eL*: I C K i^JStC LT 
io j^±, SI i ©SSJEojglBfcfcnra:, P C l ^e^U >^fciepfl|iJ&fT5IKtrEPM 

25 Srs^"***. 
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15 

:/y >^2liPCl J^fcOfflffll^-^SmAy 772 1 H« 
WIhIB2 2 (cJl^BlgiJx-^&Giil'rs. 3 v > K«?«tIhI8& 2 2 ttS^ffiofcHl 

n-7 2 5^iftlT 4 Hi^^^UM2 6 £Efr£© fit liftoff 5. 1^1 «C 3 

io ^ — ^fitwiHiK 2 7 Kfflflij^-^fces-rs. -r ^-^spi!eiss2 7 

U3>hU-^2 5 ^liSLT, ISflft^U M 2 6 (D^M^- 2 & MmT 

2>o ^^'Jnyhn-7 2 5Mt^t'JM2 6 i:fi©If f-^«^c$n 
5i^J>^I>;>2 4 KMSRiSfcx-^fclE&L, i7'U>^X>y>2 4 

15 ssiat3*5^T, t-^m?i:4ooh H3g!n» «««f 2 s tmmm± 

1 8)&*i±J*$n, ^t£#ltift<fr2 1 8^§ttTyj>^X>y>2 4 ICHIA*:^ 
lL^J£2 4 1 j^R^U >^X>v>2 4<E>I^£^li:T 
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3 0 0 tbTHA- Kf^X^Tti;^^ yj > 37 Trtaiatft-r ^ # * ffi^z 
SfC&£lRTte&^CDT\ 775/ ^^^'E U ^©/h^acDS^raiTL Rjffi35:>F»% 

5 I C* - H 2 0 0 C J;5I«©f iliS 1 OjJffiO^Stl^ i;t*S. 

ISf-^ttPCUDA^lTfeetli. P C 1 ttEPB'J^— ^<Dte(C, 5EJffl0<K 

10 £r^-^ 2 2 1 £&fcblU ^^Mlfr^'-^ 2 2 1 ^M^rlHlS&3 0 iC^iM-r^c 

ittflBP CU Off ^n^M&r^—^te, * y W—Z 1 0 O^^lTPCl^ 
MfSfem^Tfe, P C 1 j&^St5 fcCDT&^Tfccfc 

H% 1 5 ®1 ©HJfiG^ffilCfctt* J: 5 CPCl rtTOfflStt 

7 r u>^ H^-r ai 2ct 0©EnS(i5 i -^£*iiax>i?> i 5 

a*, ccTHKiiiit^-rsaai^iiittT*^:^. tzfz, nm<o&y u-A^yu 
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10 frfrft, ^7h7-^-f >^7x-X54 (E*T\ ^7hy-^I/F54ifE 

x-*Efi¥&4 0 0 ttA^Jtilffl»tfTlfiISft 5 5 <h*«fSit«$K5 6£i|X^T"5 

^1f$&fl?#Tt5]S£5 5U«g«±*8 5 6 H«#snfe»«tz:S^ViTB3S'J^»ib 
15 2nT\,*2>Mffifr£5fr<Dnig.$:ff 0» Z.Z.X\ £t±2 tlT^SIHIBfcttdi Lfc 
^lh#^5 5 l*^yh7-i? I/F54fcW*U 5 5 

1 £S**T*-j/ h"7-^I/F54 (Iff A/t^llh^^ 5 4 1 a*®.* 5*- ^ O tB *J 

^ihffifS^^EU M 5 6 KJK^£tlfc1t»£iltreffl 5 6 teS 3 El fc^T««£Slt 

6 l ©*SIE©J#IBi&*^fcJ:» 2 o^M<D^!i<h^<Z)¥IIT\ 1#$8M8r 

7 \Z£^T. JEffpI^T^^o tt«»E«Ifill»5 7 fcJ;SM»r^«t)HfrE 

mi <Dmm<Dmm. &&^tem2<Dmm<DBmx~mwi>tz&oiz, *ybr7 — # 

25 U feSlitt. »BlRjffi/j: I C*— F 2 0 (K &5 U F*> £ ©JE8r 
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&3 0 0 tLTttA- Kt^X^T^J:^^ * -/ h >7 - ^ * * ^ ^TtefEttT 

^TmM:Mik%:M^m 6 ) ^EI9:bT*5<« fix, 89SS®*fSBgjJclElE& 5 8 

Stlkff* 5 6 F7-^X + tt5 <D*TfctA- Hf^ X ^9(HK«L 

20 B^y — ^^tUTftSSlhffS^^EUMS 6 KUKlfSn, A^1t$8fl? 

c©aftii»8B*iHiB&5 s^Mit huIS^ i<^^Mo^^-ccoa°-v^-;p=i 
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* 2 <d nm <d mm t m is t * s <r> -vmw * m m t s . 

10 (S§4©jl8E<z>»Ji) 

SfrtSlSo =1 V> H»*TllIB&4 2 ct-X 4 1 (£*T\ * 

T^o Ml', tfjfB3T> K«PWlel»4 2 , ®^/;£^*aiIilI]S&4 3 , -f 

20 niiHi8S4 7, ^tu n> 4 5 timfis^ 2 <Dmm<DmMmwi<tzy*j 

25 ^H^-^ fcllj^^— bM^PP^fJ^fT^o 
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f-^II^4 0 0 (S'J««««TlslK4 8 +3S±^^EUM4 9) Zm&L^Z 

5 9 tciR*$nfcSK»ih««4 9©^rn^t-aLfcJ!i^tt, ^±^^481 

^ttf?it**4 8 1 SrSttfe, yj >^X>^>4 4 « A 81 ik ¥ 
(£4 4 1 >^X>y>44 CO»^$ff±TS.S 2 CO |6 J6 CD J# Jg h mffi; \Z , 

EPB!Ht»»WlHlK4 8 teEHtpC^EU 4 6 L##r bT-fc J: tr>. 

10 |t|«, *6±»aE»^&3 0 0 {CJR«$nfea«I^Jh««4 9 (OWS^* 8titL 
fcl^§l:^MTM«Tt5. C©a«^lih«a4 9<DM»f*ffi<7)«g, 

15 ©ESf^fTSoa^&Tfc*. 

m 1 ^em4^7)^MO^^T^T ^ -^^^^^^M^JA^^^g^CO^TI^^ 
20 L&PC, X***, yy>^HU— ASM (asatihSftM) fcjfcttbfta 

25 mi 0iWliJl:l#gloyD7^lTS^ 
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-£10 0±fc:JS«£$nfc*y h<7-£X*^5, t>7b7-^^U>^4, 
«tIhI» 1 3, 3 0, 3 1, 5 7 ) K£oT> a«l*±SeSS 6 ^SOMStt*— 

ffilOUfcfc^T, m%m.^fk§ 6te, M^^7DtVr^^, CD-R 

15 

m%Mmisfzmmmfe^&6 e\z, mm^z?m±mm6 s^^7,^mnm^ 
20 &8 o o tc«£jAt?c tiz&s. fc^^wc^x^stihtMS 6 5 dt»fjxsn 

~?x?m±mm6 5 ^jgsf-rssu^^ffitLT^y h7-^ i o o^i^t^ 
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zmmmm^ms o 1 \z&#lt3$< 0 ^niaot, msa&mftiz**, hv— 

E&13, 3 1, 5 7^6<7)3E«f^»(C*fUT-7X^aiih««6 5*a»^±SS 

15 t9EaJS*±S»StS6 <0«ST(3il^nfc«»i: LT,' » 4 © HJjg o fl^ ffi 

*4Tte, H$tIh]$&3 U0^7 H^-^Sr^UTMSfRW^ftofc^t, 

-n^nr, Buf5MifiHi^3 i ttgEt^±««ia«^a3 o o tciR^^nx 

^£««SIJtttMB4 9 ^S^TS»««SI±^ffl««6 5 ZW^&tSZ t\ZUZ> 0 
^|frlHlS&3 1 ttfltr!sl<OM»r«!lST«SiaB^a3 0 1 KEtt$n&IE 
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ON) Lfct^m. i&mzfctT* lJh««^ ; E'JM4 9 ^miBas*±«» 4 
9301 KHUDA- Hf>fXi7©S&S^«Sfi£fflt5utT£0S. 
5 Ttt»!J3Lfc£H«Ogft««g#®E&3 3 (jf«^f#^&) e>ns £ £ 

15 fuiB<£>£? fcJE*rlE]»3 1 <0Hfrbfc3e«fE»** 5ESrJIiHit« 3 2 «fc bT* 

Jh««f&«^18:3 0 1 K«EFt*§<!:, a»W«E3RlH]S& 3 3A<iafeg**t5 

ic»jft$n/t«-«gn*rb»i±EPMS»«*6 5 &M^/iE«T#scc>-e, 

S:i^T^§OT, jSiSlc^FiEJtcaS&RihT^S. 

J^±, *y h7-^Sr^bTCDffii(g©*Jwr)^Tffi^bfc^, ± f E CO <fc ^> d — 
^Efffc*ft$tlfc«IS*±«»S: I Crt - F 1 c^HMc^^^CD I C# 

25 -F 2 0 0) «tpJj»E1R««:S:^bT*»HtiE«-rsci:Tt), MSR«fil£g 
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24 

mi «ffi*js»-rsaipss:wrs^.— ^umm^^^nt z. 

S I C^-H2 0 1 *B6ih*»®:SIsIS& 1 7 fcjf At^ 6 [£lhfl?[S£I£3£lH]E& 1 7 
te, I C*i- H 2 0 1 <D|gmE£ff Wmm$kffi$T\B\$& 1 5 (2 8, 5 5 ) \z& 

- Fct 0^^cOB^^«^cD^^A^$n^i:^tC^nJSyffi^^*fT[llS& l 5(28, 
5 5) ©«flg*ff±"TSJ:'5tcLT s bJ:ti. 

SSltflSISafcSlHlft l 7 {cti, I C*- H2 0 1 ©##«BIiEl;:*&K&5=- 
20 m&*>T±>Xifi*V%2>. l»ih»l»ifi:Sllll»l 7tt I C*- 

ffi i — »6 <DnM<D]&miz&.tit£* mmiz^iEtimm$:ffi±'Tz>^titf 

(« 7 <D9m<OW1&) 
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25 

no^m<D~mmm^m 121, mi 3 m*m^TmM~?& 0 m 1 2 mtifi 
smmcomwm-e&D, mi smit^mmmo^^mmm-v^^. 

a&l;:fflai*jt*«&ft2£g 6 tc I C#- F 7 0 0 £4?AT£, if i^lhtifSBi^ 
SB 6 ©IfffBifc^ K6 6 fci, I c*- H7 0 ooft8$tt*lii0, MfrliRg^ 

-^661 &ffl^T(B««1f3Itit$g6 7 <0A;fc£Stt#tt£. 
15 ±fEtffBI£^©: 6 6 ti, lEoi^lclTA^^ftifctlSfHSae 7$7 

X^£§lhlt#&6 5 <h*ftc:LT, #J*.fcfflS 1 3 m\Z7nT^-^)U6 7 0 tCS^&t? 
J:5l:SoTlr^. T&fr-k, 6 7 0 (C*5^TitSfi I DteVX^lhtt 

« (*lt*LlttiMfi) ^t§ID, S^pJUA;i/^, Wi«A, B, C CO AIM tc. 

lt»«) DOOlt^Lttt, AO 0 l£l±OSfpIU^Stt5AT, 3&^X 
0 0 tC0fJSI"rSAJa:&««ttJ^^WFBJ$ns. SAT I D 1/PW1CD 

25 C©cfc-5tCLTA^^nfc*«©aiSSa6 7\ffV >^4#JTfcL «S«3HI 



WO 00/51338 PCT/JP00/01097 

26 

*-H5O0 £$&!fSipm6 8 t;:*f 6 8 I c#- K 

5 o oortefcR^&o^R i c* — H«ca®$nfc«*«su^;u-r3&:t)-&, 

WFbTU^^, WSID, i A I D §a-lf I D t i: l:R*flSlo t«j#t 5. 
ittSfB^U 4 9 KiRST* S*lE"r5«^«S««6 7 

4 £#lt£it£. 

*&iKHMfti;:j;*«» • BaKWFPi<z>»«k fix i d\z ^mu^jixomm • 
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5 K©BI>lCct§fiAigE, A<OS©«K<0|g»t<fcSfflAigBET ! bSVi. flf A£ 

10 li:, 4#5£<9/\°- Vt;i/3 >h°a.-^^^^^gtC|S6T, PDACPersonal 

Digital Assistant), / - h P C fc S ^£«#««M*<0^g 
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tiMB#Snisl» 1 8 fct, PClicllSSnstSIWWSS <&T, CPUifEMi 

A19lCi£§. ^U>^H7>f/tl9H FPJgiJ^^ U M 1 1 iZ&^ZtLfzmMT 
1 1 tCCPU^SUtt^l 8 a£ttJqU mfztemmzr-? 2 

A* 1 9 fCiH^, S®«*BtLTtt, a-lfSi*«, ;* -;i/7 H U X £gg £ 
10 ftfflUTV^^.— tfWffl^, BtttfflBfc yj>^F7^f;U9H EP 
JS'J-x-^ 1 1 tCTyj ->a >S&tiM8 1 8 b£ttinb, SrfcfcEPW^-^i: 

20 £&ps|«(;:, ««ftlgisiK l 8 tt, P c l fc*«sn*A- Kr>x71i« l 8 

c £»aJb*-€-<0««£:/'J >^ K7-f/U 9 >^ F7-fAl 9ti. 

Epg'J-x-^ 1 1 KA- K^x7««l 8 c SrttiHIb, » ft EP JS9 ? - * h IT ^ 
V > # 2 Z> • A- K^x71t«<h It, PC10CPU«t$n§I 

Kltffi, *y h7-^'f>^7x-X9 3 KafcJEStlT^S I P7 Kl/7>£IXf# 

25 »ft$ni»y'J>^2(i!)»8*H7-f;U0fl!ESbTfcJ:li. 
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10 ttlslSft 2 2 fcMa^M-r — 3 v> K#*Tls)Sfr2 2 tigfr*^ 

h^^tfT-r^t^t-, EHM7 f -^ta»w{c#^$nsMsu««2 2 2 (mmm 

fg, V7h^x7««, A- FtfxTtiMMP) £«lfclJU S£il«tHll@8 8 0 
15 CIto 

^tc, ffi 1 (DnMOMM'eWiWVfz.J: o\z, «rE©<fc'5t33^>H«PtftIiIK2 
2^*«f UfcJBjgtCS'^T, ^/:£^f81II[lIS&2 3^i®«^qE'JM2 

mMcDffim&nfrl', <i IS El B& 2 7«^ ; t'JM2 6 tc^ 

20 Mtc, WE«5E««fd-3!JPIsIK 8 0 Ji, ^^ijn>ha-7 2 5 ^IS IT, M 

l^'JM2 6 fc»8'J , R«2 2 2 £W£<B^*->TSKHLT, MfSPifii * D 

M2 6 x~ mm 2 n&mmztt m^u. mi em\z^^o\z^\my"-^ 
2 6 i _bt'^^^^z3- f i o o o^ft#sns. masic^u >*x>$? 

25 ^t'J3>h n — ? 2 5 ttSi«^^&U M 2 6 fciSaaiilft^—^rt^jasn* 
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•rs. 

friz, mM/3c^mm\Bi$&4 3 tc^ss:^, -r * — ^jaias 

15 g§4 7 ic -ts^K^-^^SBaaisttBjias i (D^mommfc & ^\zm s <Dmm 

«S«S#*DIh!K 8 0S, ^i/h7-^<>^-7x- l^b^U>^4 
fctt^SnTH* IP7FI/X2 2 3ffifflU ^^'j3>hn-7 4 5 ^iftl 
T, M^^r'J 46CIP7FI/X 2 2 3 £iSffi<0/^ — >T£IB LTSBBilHft 

35 9 ©*SEa)^«fc^"r cfc-5 tcnv> k#*tI3B&4 2 ^^JftttJ lit) <fc 

25 ^U3>hD-7 4 5 \Zm»*=EV 4 6 (30f SOiSfcx"- * **^J5R $ tl 5 <h 
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31 

m ^ Tzmm?- ? & \z zm a £ ff ? 0 

fir?;! ^ntC^O, «af««©ffi«^IBll:T#-5. 

*^i©SSSl^ CPU, DSPl:J:§y7h^x7iCct^TM 

15 x**-*-, 7 P, J>^, n — y ir)vzi >tf^.-^±T\ Mmiijft^- 

20 W\Z, ««ff&«ffi£ffl*5cJ;5K:Lfc<Z>T, # ^ If I;: # A btlfclff 

25 ft, ±ia©^S8M©^tBtc:*3^s#^attA- KWjSTfc^nTffiTife***, 
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CPUt»CPUl:»B$n5^py7Ai:^^Tt)*SRjiETfe5. 
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5 m^mtmm:m±mm<D imt-^t^tM.r^^nrzt^izmw.M^-^ox 
2. !s \z. mmm§rmm^\z^mmm^n^m<D^m9ikmx^^m^\z(D^ 

20 7 . fufSilittf ^fEiit^&t;:^ 

lt*3#, mmmmmMm^hzz-^(D^^mmwmu^)iiiizm^^xmmm 
25 *m&~rzm$&mm ^m^mxrztmm i KiaiRcDx-^KSi^Ss. 
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io. jgic ^mm&mwm*^^&mx&&fr^fr&mm\,tz'<k\z, 
io m^mmm±mn\zm^^x^^m^"^^^±^^ti^'pu< i 

12. MtC, *»»±««SrM»frSESf^S€«Afcig*3S 1 1 IzMWKDzr 
15 -^liii. 

20 

25 17. m^. triasihwaiais^aoaHjiihws^HWL^t^ojESfHs 



WO 00/51338 PCT/JP00/01097 

35 

zmm&ft^&t, mt^m.mmi<Dmm(D\zm^^xmm<Dm^m± 
mmzm%? &mm^m^®%m TL^m^m i 2 izmmcD^-^^m^m. 

»-r z>££?b\z. mmmm^mmmhzL—^om'Dmm^miy^jihizm^^x 
15 21. ek. Ka«ffi«i»ai*^r'rs#T»s^^^s:wigbfe»jc, «k& 



23. «riH»gu««tt**«i3is6e (cpu) jcf^snfc^^yaa'JWiBT 
25 ommmm. 
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XT^^>if^Jl2 5 KEKoassil. 

2 7. ^»«IIJ; 0S£«#*^-:*£«ttA*i, SliTOf-^i:^oT 

2 8. «rE@#««i:tt, a 6 - v^;hj > fcf 3.-^*«fST€ri»aiSU#^T& 
Sit 2 7 fcE«<Z>1*lli£fI. 

2 9. ffifiE»g'J««»iSgtCf!j-#$nfc I P7 FUXTfc£lit;£JS2 8 (CIS® 

3 0. nWWiicfcOlgfi^ft^-^^S^Atl, B&EKfittSi^-^fcffioT 

OiCfE^CD^^gg. 

3 2. HaiE@W««tt, V 7 h^a:70ae«aT»S|f*31 3 0 KfE«©« 

3 3. ^SHKgcfcOEffi^ft^-^^Stj-An, SffEEa^«f?-^{cfieoT 
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s th ii * m ± t s « ih ffl 3i £ * y p ~t =f a t u t t e « b fz t a « » # . 

3 6. ^«5«»J;0K»^*^--*£attAn, fe-S^ttgeiMtr"^ 
15 Effitt*^ — ^©£fi!U£l!tl#U;t^£©^ 1 © 

37. vm.m.ttm^-pzgitfxn, fesnHa^sg^*?-^ 
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